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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of 

THE  EYE-BANK  FOR  SIGHT  RESTORATION,  INC. 

1949 

This  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  The  Eye-Bank  for  Sight 
Restoration,  Inc.  has  been  reduced  to  this  size  in  order 
to  release  funds  to  allow  for  the  publication  of  the 
booklet  which  is  enclosed.  We  earnestly  solicit  your 
comments  regarding  this  booklet,  which  is  designed  to  elicit 
interest  in  the  giving  of  eyes  as  well  as  monetary  support.  We 
are  also  hopeful  it  will  serve  to  acquaint  the  public  with  the 
aims  and  accomplishments  of  the  Eye-Bank.  It  should  be 
considered  as  part  of  this  Annual  Report. 

In  its  fourth  year,  the  Eye-Bank  has  been  responsible  for 
making  possible  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  of  corneal 
graft  operations  performed  in  the  United  States.  Over  1,500 
eyes  since  1945  (450  during  this  year  alone)  have  been  pro¬ 
cessed  by  the  Eye-Bank,  and  this  number  does  not  take  into 
account  the  eyes  that  were  made  available  because  of  Eye- 
Bank  stimulus  but  were  used  directly  at  the  out-of-town  source. 
Likewise,  the  unique  library  of  eye  histories  which  the  Eye- 
Bank  provides  for  professional  use  has  increased  proportion¬ 
ately,  as  has  the  pathological  eye  material  available  for  study. 

The  weekly  Corneal  Clinic  of  the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  & 
Throat  Hospital  is  an  important  new  contribution  of  the  Eye- 
Bank.  It  has  a  capacity  attendance  and  as  doctors  learn  of  this 
Clinic — the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States — they 
make  numerous  referrals  to  it.  In  addition,  several  foreign 
governments  have  financed  the  transportation  to  this  Clinic 
of  patients  who  could  benefit  by  its  services. 

During  1949,  the  Eye-Bank  sponsored  the  first  International 
Symposium  on  Corneal  Surgery — a  two-day  meeting  in  New 
York  which  attracted  the  acceptances  of  about  100  top  eye 
surgeons  from  the  United  States  and  eight  foreign  countries. 
Eye-Bank  films  of  the  corneal  graft  operation  were  shown,  as 
were  films  prepared  by  outstanding  foreign  specialists  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  American  doctors.  Papers  were  read  by  several  dis¬ 
tinguished  ophthalmologists,  a  round  table  discussion  was 
held,  a  laboratory  demonstration  of  current  experimental 


problems  was  given,  and  pre-operative  and  post-operative 
cases  were  examined. 

The  Eye-Bank  was  solely  responsible  for  this  meeting.  At 
diat  time  it  also  arranged  for  the  presence  of  40  of  the  many 
patients  who  are  now  enjoying  restored  sight,  thanks  to  the 
Eye-Bank  services.  These  patients  came  to  the  Clinic  from  as 
far  away  as  Texas  and  paid  their  own  expenses  as  a  gesture  of 
appreciation  of  the  Eye-Bank’s  benefit  to  them.  This  Inter¬ 
national  Conference  has  been  widely  praised  as  a  real  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  knowledge  and  progress  of  sight  restoration. 

The  Eye-Bank,  within  the  limits  of  its  budget,  has  continued 
to  sponsor  and  encourage  research  in  subjects  pertaining  to 
corneal  surgery,  such  as  preservation  of  eyes,  the  physiological 
and  bio-chemical  study  of  corneal  epithelium,  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  surgical  techniques.  Several  grants,  from  funds  given 
for  research  only,  have  been  made  to  doctors  for  specific 
projects. 

In  1949  the  Eye-Bank  sponsored  a  training  course  for 
doctors  desirous  of  improving  their  knowledge  and  skill  of 
corneal-graft  surgery.  This  concentrated  course  made  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  10  doctors  to  observe  and  to  perform  typical  corneal 
operations  in  the  laboratory.  They  were  also  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  observe  human  cases  that  were  operated  on  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Eye-Bank. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Eye-Bank  is  now  accepted  by  the  out¬ 
standing  ophthalmologists  of  the  world  as  an  institute  for 
research  in  corneal  surgery  and  as  a  center  for  training  and 
observation.  With  the  generous  publicity  given  to  its  work  by 
the  press,  an  increased  number  of  appeals  has  been  dealt  with 
by  the  Eye-Bank’s  staff.  A  steady  supply  of  eyes  and  increased 
financial  assistance  from  the  public  are  now  desperately 
needed  in  order  for  the  Eye-Bank  to  be  of  maximum  service. 
Your  participation  in  the  Eye-Bank’s  growth  should  be  reason 
for  great  pride;  your  increased  support  of  its  work  is  earnestly 
sought. 

Current  demands  upon  the  Eye-Bank  for  help  have  always 
been  so  great  that  little  attention  could  be  given  to  its  endow¬ 
ment  and  future  financial  security.  Now  that  the  Eye-Bank  is 
of  demonstrable  and  continuing  value,  funds  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  and  set  aside  to  assure  its  existence. 
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As  an  indication  of  the  Eye-Bank's  growth,  we  point  out 
that  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence  the  Eye-Bank  was 
able  to  serve  about  six  doctors,  which  was  then  a  large  per¬ 
centage  of  the  surgeons  performing  the  corneal  graft  opera¬ 
tion.  This  year  a  tribute  to  tire  Eye-Bank’s  contribution  to 
increased  knowledge  of  corneal  graft  surgery  and  to  the  assur¬ 
ance  it  provides  that  eye  material  will  be  made  available— 
the  Eye-Bank  has  served  over  24  doctors  in  almost  every 
quarter  of  the  United  States.  The  Eye- Bank  has  also  continued 
to  assist  the  foundation  and  growth  of  Eye-Banks  in  France, 
Australia,  Brazil,  Mexico  and  India,  and  to  increase  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  affiliated  hospitals  in  the  United  States. 

We  record  with  great  sorrow  the  death  of  Albert  G. 
Milbank,  who  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Council  since  the 
inception  of  the  Eye-Bank.  His  constant  and  enlightened 
counsel,  growing  out  of  a  lifetime  of  service  to  public  health 
work  and  education,  provided  an  element  of  strength  and 
inspiration  which  is  reflected  in  large  measure  in  the  present 
vigorous  success  of  the  Eye-Bank. 

This  report  would  be  seriously  remiss  without  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  Eye-Bank’s  debts  to  its  many  friends:  to  the 
Milbank  Memorial  Fund  for  its  continuing  generosity;  to  the 
doctors  in  our  affiliated  hospitals  who  give  their  time  and 
assistance  in  supplying  us  with  eyes;  to  the  air  lines,  espe¬ 
cially  the  entire  personnel  of  the  Eastern  Air  Lines,  who 
give  unstinting  cooperation  in  the  movement  of  eyes;  to  the 
Red  Cross  Motor  Corps,  for  its  services  in  collecting  and 
distribution  ;  to  the  press,  for  its  remarkable  coverage  of  our 
needs  and  accomplishments  and  its  careful  presentation  of 
our  story;  to  the  doctors,  nurses,  night  clerks  and  telephone 
operators  of  the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  &  Throat  Hospital  for 
their  generous  cooperation;  and  to  the  small  administrative 
staff  of  the  Eye-Bank  for  its  unusual  loyalty  and  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  sight  restoration.  And,  most  importantly,  we 
must  also  record  especial  thanks  to  those  generous  Americans 
who,  by  the  donation  of  their  eyes  at  death,  have  made  it 
possible  for  the  living  to  see  again. 

Aida  de  Acosta  Breckinridge, 
Executive  Director. 
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AFFILIATED  EYE-BANKS 


BOSTON  EYE-BANK 
243  Charles  Street,  Boston  14,  Mass. 
Telephone:  Lafayette  8230 

NEW  ORLEANS  EYE-BANK 
621  Hutchinson  Memorial  Building 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Telephone:  Magnolia  6343 


THE  EYE-BANK 

FOR  SIGHT  RESTORATION,  INC. 

210  East  64th  Street,  New  York  21,  N.  Y. 
Rhinelander  4-7860 


